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Our Mission
To work in and with our community to provide leadership in the humane treatment of all animals, to address the responsibility for their animals and to provide care for animals who are neglected, abused, exploited, stray or homeless. 
What We Do

The Ottawa Humane Society is a non-profit, community-based organization and a registered charity.  We have a volunteer Board of Directors, drawn from our supporters and the community at large.  Since 1888, we have been the leading organization providing a safe haven for sick, injured and homeless animals in Ottawa.  
Privacy Policy
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At the Ottawa Humane Society, we understand the importance of individual privacy. We know that earning the trust of our supporters is a permanent and ongoing endeavor. With the growth of electronic media it is necessary to take further steps in protecting the privacy of the individual. We fully support Canadian legislation, including the Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act, in its role to protect the privacy of the individual. We are always looking for additional ways to ensure that the personal information we hold is secure accurate and used in a responsible and respectful manner.
An Obvious Love

Ottawa couple’s donations ensure a bright future for community’s animals

Cats rule the roost in Larry and Isabelle Capkun’s Ottawa home. The two public servants share their lives with Cookie and George, a pair of affable, though decidedly different cats, both adopted through one of the Ottawa Humane Society’s pet store adoption locations.

“They’re the centre of our lives,” says Larry, 41. “We plan our schedules around them, and each night, when we come home, they greet us at the door. To us, they’re like furry, adopted children.”

While Isabelle grew up with cats and spent many years working in an animal hospital, Larry had never been a pet owner prior to meeting his wife and her two felines.  But Larry proved a quick study in learning how to care for animals. When Isabelle's cats eventually died at the ages of 20 and 21, she was heartbroken and didn’t think she’d ever have cats again.  But just three months later, Larry had other ideas.
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“It looked like Isabelle was missing something after the death of her cats, and I wanted her to have that back,” says Larry. “Even though I came in at the ground level of learning to love pets, I’d grown close to them, too. That’s when we decided to see if there were any cats out there who needed a good home.” 
First to be adopted into the Capkun clan was precocious Cookie in the fall of 2001, followed by George, in the spring of 2002. “Getting a cat from a shelter was important to us,” says Isabelle, 50. “We wanted to go through an organization that invests in animals, so choosing the OHS was a natural decision.”

The Capkuns’ support of the OHS goes beyond bringing two homeless cats into their lives. 

Both Larry and Isabelle have left bequests to the Society through their wills. They’ve also planned for Cookie and George’s future by enrolling the animals in the OHS Pet Stewardship program.

“We’re fortunate to be comfortable, to have everything we need, and to have sufficient disposable income to enable us to make donations,” says Isabelle. “Whenever there’s a project that comes up that we can contribute to, we do.”

The Capkuns’ love of animals is obvious — from the way they speak about their own cats, to the steps they’ve taken to ensure a future for the community’s animals with a gift to the new OHS building campaign.  “Animals are an emotional thing for us,” says Isabelle. “It’s nice to be able to give to an organization that does the kind of work that we ourselves would like to do — help animals in need.”

Isabelle Capkun with Cookie, and Larry Capkun with George. The Capkuns have left money to the Ottawa Humane Society in their Wills.








For more information about our work, or supporting our organization, please contact


Monique Archambault, Manager Legacy Giving at the address above


by phone at  613-725-3166 ext 268 or by e-mail at moniquea@ottawahumane.ca











