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Common questions 
How do I leave a gift for an organization that’s 
important to me? By leaving a gift to a not-for-profit 
organization in your will or estate plan, you ensure your 
assets continue to help others into the future. Without a 
will, your property and finances are settled according to 
federal and provincial laws, which may not coincide with 
your wishes. 

I thought only people at a certain income level could 
leave a charitable bequest or gift through their estate. 
You don’t necessarily have to be “wealthy” to plan a gift. 
Anyone can arrange to leave a charitable gift from their 
estate, regardless of its size. It can mean a great deal to  
a cause that’s important to you. 

Who can help me arrange for a gift to an organization? 
Your financial planner, lawyer, accountant, or life 
insurance expert can help you leave a gift. These 
professionals can tell you about tax benefits of planned 
gifts. You can also contact the specific not-for-profit 
organization for help. 

How do I leave a gift in memory of a person or for a 
specific purpose? A charitable gift is a meaningful way  
to recognize someone who has made a difference in  
your life. You may also want to give to a specific cause  
like research or a new building. These kinds of memorial 
gifts can be arranged in your will – you need to specify 
that the gift be given in memory of a particular person  
or for a specific use. 

Do I have to include my wish to leave a gift to a  
specific organization in my will? A charitable bequest 
will not take effect unless you state your intention in your 
will. Without a will, you lose control over your property 
after death. Your property and finances are settled 
according to federal and provincial laws, whether or not 
they coincide with your wishes or those of your family. 

Do I tell the charitable organization I’m leaving a gift? 
That’s up to you. Not-for-profit organizations often like to 
know in advance so they can recognize your generosity. 
They can also tell you about opportunities for giving 
for a specific purpose. If you wish your gift to remain 
anonymous, your request will be honoured.

A program of the Canadian Association of Gift Planners 
“You make a living by what you get,  

but you make a life by what you give.” 

Winston Churchill



How to get started
Think about the charitable organization or cause you 
would most like to help. Maybe you or someone you 
know has benefited from the service of a particular 
organization. Maybe you are an active volunteer or 
believe in the mission and values of a specific group.  
You might want to leave a gift in memory of a loved one 
for a specific use. 

Do your homework. Talk to the officers of the 
organization or group of your choice. They can tell 
you more about what they do, what opportunities are 
available for giving, and how your gift can allow them  
to continue their work. 

Consult the appropriate professional advisors. Get the 
right expertise and advice to ensure the type and timing 
of your gift maximizes the advantages to you and the 
organization. 

Talk to your family members. Make them aware of  
your intentions so they can support the achievement  
of your charitable goals. 

Once you have decided how you are going to proceed,  
let your charity of choice know your intentions. 

The best reasons  
to plan a gift

Every day, people are helped and lives are enriched by 
the work of registered charities and foundations, and 
other not-for-profit organizations in our communities. 

Financial assistance is essential to support and sustain 
this work. Many people generously give their money,  
time and energy to their local not-for-profit organizations 
and are unaware that by leaving a gift in their will or 
estate plan to the charitable groups of their choice, 
they can continue to help people in need or promote a 
favourite cause.

Choosing to leave a gift from the heart brings meaning, 
dignity and purpose to a life well lived. Your gift is 
your opportunity to participate in the charitable and 
community work most meaningful to you, in a way that 
allows these important causes to be well supported now 
and long after you have gone.

Surprisingly, a gift can also be a very practical addition to 
a financial or estate plan when tax issues are taken into 
consideration – even for those who think they may not 
have tax issues.

What is 
LEAVE A LEGACY ™? 

LEAVE A LEGACY™ is a national public awareness 
program that encourages Canadians from all walks of 
life to make gifts through a will, life insurance or other 
gift-planning instrument to the charitable organization of 
their choice. 

A program of the Canadian Association of Gift Planners 
(CAGP-ACPDP™), LEAVE A LEGACY™ is a collaborative 
effort of donors, charities, not-for-profits and professional 
advisors. The LEAVE A LEGACY™ program’s goal is to 
raise awareness of the importance of thoughtful, well-
planned, tax-preferred gifts and their impact on the 
quality of life for everyone in our communities. A legacy 
gift can benefit all not-for-profit groups large or small.

Any individual can plan a legacy gift, regardless of 
current assets or income. It provides the opportunity 
for individuals and families to support the causes 
they believe in, often in ways they might not be able to 
accomplish during their lives.

10 things  
you can do today to  
LEAVE A LEGACY ™ 

	 1	 Prepare a will. 

	 2	 Leave a gift in your will for the not-for-profit 
organization that makes a difference in your life. 

	 3	 Leave a specific dollar amount or a percentage of 
your assets to a not-for-profit organization. 

	 4	 Consider using assets for your legacy gift. 

	 5	 Name a not-for-profit as a beneficiary of your RRSP, 
RRIF or pension plan. 

	 6	 Name your favourite not-for-profit as the beneficiary 
of an existing life insurance policy. 

	 7	 Purchase a new life insurance policy naming your 
favourite not-for-profit as the beneficiary. 

	 8	 Remember loved ones with memorial gifts. 

	 9	 Encourage family and friends to leave gifts to  
not-for-profit in their wills. 

	10	 Ask your financial or estate planning advisor to 
include charitable giving as part of your financial plan 
and to incorporate in their counsel to other clients.

Charitable giving  
can help your own financial picture,  

while helping others  
whom you care about.  

If done properly, charitable giving  
benefits both the charity  

and the donor. A legacy gift is a living reminder  
of individuals who cared about  

their community and supported causes  
that were important to them.


